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FEBRUARY The February meeting will be held at the farn of Chuck Daehnke SATURDAY February
?, The meeting will begin at B:00 Pt'!. Ehuck says to come earlv for outdoor activities.
Last vear we had Eeveral hikes uo I'till Creek on the ice and had fun sled. riding donn the

,' hiII. For those outdoor types bring your tents {or a ninter camp out.

Chuck tells me that thev have built a barn and much of the Etuff in the old house has been
moved to the barn Eo Ne'll have rnore room. For those who have not been there. the house
does have a nood stove.

t'lARCH ltike Erav is planning to host this meeting, Andy Franklin and I'like 6ray are hoping
to slan a vertical training session o{ some type. Come Erepared with your questions.
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L-AST ]-IEE-IrI NG

Pleese note the new slate of officers,
Elberfeld. Jake is holds the distinction of
of the E0E. I think thiE is the first tinre
am hrronq.

Conoradul at i ons to our new Chai rman , Dr. Jake
being the Iongest continuously active mernber

Jake has been Chairman. PleaEe trorrect me if I

Elovis and Carol Daurson hosted the January meetino which waE one of gur best attended
meetings. Joe Voight brouoht hiE s]ideE of the COE in action during the 1950's. Only three
CgE'ers of that era remain on our membership today.

Carol and Clovis put out an excellent spread for alI to en-ioy. No one left hungrv.

1-rigr reFrcrrts

sLONEs VALLEY
bv Len 6i bl er

0n the weekend o{ December B. Bob Francini. l'larcia 6etz. Joe Harvey and I set out f or
Sloan'E Vallev. t{e got a decently early start and planned to start caving soon a{ter wE
arrived. l{e trere aining {or an 'Oh. about 7 or I hours" portal-to-portal tr:ip from the
Railroad Entrance to Scowling Tom's. SLlre. that'd be plenty a{ter a {ive hour drive. llice.
Ilen. Pl ans. Yeah !

hle pepped into the Railroad Entrance corkgcrew with a solid wind {ollowing wind, hlithout a
trompass I wouldn't have been able to say which.way rre were headed after going l5 or ?A
feet! Clearly. this was going to be a challenge. hle went straight off through crawlnays
which showed signs o{ tube-full-of water flow. and I got the eire chill of co,nrnon Btnse
that no caver should be without. hle would be 0H. I assured myself, Reaching the Scowling
Tom Junction was simole, and the walking passages and fun c[imbs along the nay were vEry
en5ovable. hle success{ully by-passed Erisman's ledge. and made the xonderful}y exciting
naterfall climb. A beautiful {alI, through the most spectacularly sculptured
beddi ng-p I aneE I

Soon. however. the fun r{as Bver. hle knew the connection passege was a hard one to find.
and as we neared ttre area where I'lurra's Squeeze probablv took of f . He put all our
attention to {inding insignificant little holes. And re {ound twol I'lercifully, the first
one pinched out quickly. The second one was a different matter. Beginning with a lon belly
srawl through a couple inches of goop and sharp chert. it turned into a nasty and sinuousf
sharp-edged canyon crawl. You know the kind-they quickly get nanes like "meatgrinder'and
"potato-puller" or "the blinder". I'lelf . it shredded Francini's coveralls, and l'tarcia got
pain{ullv stuck {or several spooky rinutes, we all got wet and and cold, dfid after about
an hour and a half. we pooped out into some nalkinq passage. Then Bob said those chilling
tords "Hev! This looks {aariliar." You guessed it. we had come clear 'round the compasBr
Eack to Eeuare one,

There h,as so,ne discussion which might have been heated if we hadn't gotten so wet and
cold: should we turn back. or make another try to {ind l'lurrary's Sgueeee? Since we had
uassed a lead ;ust before getting back to the main passage. and since we were probably
closer to Scorlinp Tom's than the Railroad Tunnel Entrance, and since, bv-6od we had tro,ne
to do a oorta.l-to-portal trip. ne decided to gress on.

The passage lead eventually got us back on course. l{e found 0bsecenity Dome. checked it
out ninutely before finding the littte canyon (with a following wind) out of it, heading
roughly in the right direction. 0nce again, ne took heart, but this cavern Has not done
xith trs.yet. The canyon narrowed, and at survey station B, it became impassable. Since I
was at tttis moment last in line, I found the low, Eharp crawly lead out to be N.hl. It
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truicklv opened up. and led to a climb to an upper level. The climb called on unbelievable
upoer-bodv,naneuvers, but we alI eventually got up. minus a little tkin. Againr hoEe. The
upper level headed up on -315 degreesl

hle traveled some distance. on course. though that nas bv now hard to believe. l,le knew that
the entrance broke into this passage. and that it would be eaEy to rriss. lle came to a

olace where the passage opened a little. and while we were lookingr Joe spotted an "out"
arrow. Big bovs aren't supposed to believe in "out" arrons, right. (Besides when the COE

and BIue 6rass Erottos were,napping and exploring this section in the "early days"t this
editor. while mapFing the area being described. observed Dave Beiter rernarking errows to
Etri nt I n the opposi te di rect i on ! -- Ed.) hlell. we took a lot of heart. and the rush of
excitement cleared awav some o{ the cobwebs of fatigue and cold. We noted that the debris
waehed in was much intact, and couldn't have been traneported far. Then we spotted some
good sized logs. Hey, entrance debrisl I {ound an upward-sloping lead and pughed into it.
into a small room. I must have qotten warfi again, 'trause my glasses were steamed up. Now

some black formation on the far slde of the rooar. I pushed my glasses uPr and peered
through thick {og, trees? I tried to keep from getting my hopes up. Ice stalagmites. I
5umped back down the passage and yelled to the group. Heyl }lelcome to the great outdoors!

It was icy and black outside as we changed into clean clothes. Long after I forgot my

chill. though, I'11 remember Francini's aphorisft, after 14,5 hours in the cave! "You know
what they sayr" he said brightly. tlle all looked back at him, "Ignorance is the mother o{
adventure. "

XANADU AND ZARATHUSTRA'S
by Len 6ibler

0n the long New Year's weekend my daughter Emily and I Soined one o{ those big AYH tripst
this tiore to the big caves of Tennessee. hle started out on Saturday morning on the long
trip to Fentress Eounty. where the East Fork o{ the 0bey River incises the Cumberland
Flateau with a 1r)00-{oot deep gorge.

Xanadu was discovered by a pair of guys who Here scouting the 0bey for whitewater
l,;tacl,;ing. l{tren the came to reconnoiter. thev {ound their thundering river had no xater in
it. The water went somewhere. These guys were Eaversr so the implications didn't esEape
then.

To get to Xanadur you come down o{f the plateau on e very steep road that drops an average
of 800 feet per nile. It is a bear. going uF or down, if you're carrying a heavy pack.
Eetting to the cave is by far harder than the caving itself, and the caving isn't all that
eaEv.

A{ter negotiating the road nearly down to the river levelr one begins a climb up a dry
stream bed, back up a draw. After a {ew hundred yards, one hears the rumble of a
waterfall. Another qood oitch and the {alls come into view. Some 15 to 20 feet wide. they
plunge 30 feet to a wide pool, and disappear underground. A Iarge, inpressive entrance sn
the riqht is AIph,0n the le{t. a smaller and insignificant opening is Xanadu. These traves
are noh, interconnected, and form one o{ the greater trave systems of the United States..

The Cave features an incredible trunk passage, called the l'lonster Trunk. This passage has
a nildly undulating {1oor, consisting of 13 or so sand mountains pitching steeply {rom a
couple of dozen feet, to perhaps ?E0 {eet in height. They definitely will wear you dount
partlv because o{ the poor purtrhase in the sand. Especially with a large party lighting
the Eave. each vista is grander than the next,

This passage ends, only to be {ollowed later on by Port Sanders, an immense roomi one o{
the fabled Tennessee Big Rooms, 0{f this is a magnificient, grand trunk named a{ter
Nashville's Cunrberland Avenue. The cave is, never-the-1ess, so conplex that I doupt I
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could retrace our steos, The Xanadu-Alph-Zoroaster system was 16.5 miles long in February
of 1981. After an en-ioyable tour. He returned to our pleasant, dry, and warm canp in the
c eve.

ZARATHUSTRA'5
by Len 6ibIer

The next day rre labored back up the hiIl in 70 degree teorperatures to clear the river
bluffs between us and the entrances to Zarathustra's. It was sofle chore in uool long
underwear. Emiley and I nere both at the limit. and I nas. I must confess. paternally
proud at that kid's gallant second e{fort.

Zarathustra's Has much easier going and a lot o{ fun. Ne stayed in the middle leve}s, and
t{ere treated to a number of views o{ the ma:ey lo*er levels. l,le chose to ascend into
Heaven (upper level passage) where interesting mineraliaation and mud sculphuring arE to
be {ound. 0ur bed of linrestone contains nLlmerous round chert nodules. The meandering
phreatic passages there tronsequently look like the inside of a giant chocolate-chip
cookie, Yurnl lhe {un trip thEre disguises the serious nature o{ this cave, It is another
giant. A caver's paradise.

The next day we labored up out of Xanadu over the ?07 grade back to the cars.
had had enough caving for awhile, a{ter tugging heavy packs up that hill.

Atl of u5

Any one interested in a return trip? (Yes. --ED.)

The {ollowing is an article from I'lark Ra}iowslli describing his first cave trip. }lark made
the trip even thourght he had a broken hand. My daugther, l(atie, alEo made the trip, Katie
had broken her arm one month earlier. Thus, both Katie and l'lark went on this cave trip
with partly heaied broken bones.

Har[,: transrnrtted this report via telephone. For some reason! aIl the letters came out
capitalized. hle couldn't +iqure out why. To much work to change, so it stays as is. - Ed.

I.IY FIRST CAVE TRIP.-
by I'larh: Rakowski

uN SATURDAY,NoV 34, 1984 EILL hIALDEN. HtS DAUEHTER I{ATIE, JAHE ELBERFELD. AND I TB0H A

TRIP THRI]U6H THE I,IINTON SEETION OF SLOAN'S VALLEY CAVE. T I,IA5 PRETTY 6LAD TO FINALLY BE

GOiN6. ALTHOUEH I HAD BEEN PLANNINE THE TRIP FI]R BUITE A hIHILE. I HAD BROKEN I'IY HAND 1

HBNTH EEFI]RE. I I.IAS HOPINE IT I{OULD FEEL EOI]D ENOUGH TO I'iAI(E THE TRIP. ALTHOUGH THE HAI{D

hlAS STILL IN A CAST. IT FELT 0K 50 I tlENT.

NHEN hIE ARRiVED AT THE ENTRANCE. I [,IAS PLEASED TO SEE THAT IT tdAS OUITE LARGE. T'IUEH THE

tllAY I THOUEHT CAVE ENTRANCES 'sHT]ULD" BE. (I HAD BEEN TO THE EAVE EREEK AREA THE DAY

EEFORE TT] LOBI{ AT ENTRANCES I,IITH BILL AND HIS FA},IILY. I'IOST }IERE EITHER I'IUDDY CRAWLS BH

DEEP PITS. ) COI,IFARED TO THESE I'IINTON LOOHED VEFY 6OT]D INDEED.

ONCE INSIDE JAKE AND I STOPPED TO EET OUR CARBIDE LAI',IPS EOIHG. BILL AND HATIE* h'HO hIERE

USIN6 ELECTEIC. HEADED DONN A SI'IALL SIDE PASSAEE TO CHEEI( ON A PAEK RAT THAT LIVES THERE.

THEY }IERE UNAELE TO COAX HII'I OUT EUT LEFT A LTTTLE FOOD ANYhIAY. PERHAFS IT hIOULD BE 6ONE

tl,HEN }IE EAI'IE OUT.

LAI'IFS LIT AND RAT ROOI.I VISITED. hlE STARTED IN AT LAST. OUR 6OAL IrIAS TO SEE SOI'IE OF THE

BEST EAVE THAT I-IINTON HAD TCI OFFER. BILL PLANNED TO 6B TO THE 816 PASSAGE AND FOLLOhI THAT

T0 ITS END; 0N THE hlAY TAHING HANY SIDE TRIFS T0 INTEftESTINE SECTI0NS 0F THE CAVE.

INCLUDED IN THE PLACES tlE hIOULD TRY T0 SEE IIERE THE HELICTITE PASSAEE. THE CARI'IEL PASSAGE

AND THE FOUNTAIN ROBI,I.
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AS t,IE hIALHED THRoUGH THE ENTRANCE PASSAEES I tlAS HAVINE THE TIt'tE 0F I'lY LIFE Lo0KINE
EVERYWHERE AND TRYING NOT TO I'1ISS A THINE. SOCIN THOUGH I{E CAt.tE TO A SIIALL I'TUD DtrXNSLOPE
AND NoT REALIZING HOtl SLIPPERY t'lUD IN THE CAVE EAN BE I PR0CEEDED llot'lN AT FULL SPEED. A

I'II]HENT LATER T FOUND HYSELF IN THE AIR. THEN A FOPPINE SOUND IN I'IY KNEE! A SHARP PfiIN. ANID

I tlAS UN l'1Y BUTT IN THE I'IUD AT THE B0TT0t'1.

I NAs LUEKY THOUEHT AS I GOT UF I FUUND l'lY HNEE DIDN'T HURT AS BAD AS I THOUGHT IT l'lI6HT
SB I hIENT ON. I.IAKINE HENTAL NOTE TO BE I'IBRE CAREFUL IN THE I'IUD FROil NOtlI ON. OUR FIRST STOP
t{AS THE.STTLL RCIOI'4 hIHERE BILL FI]INTED OUT THE HOLES IN THE FLOOR hl}ERE THE STILL HAD FEEN
AND THE.SOOT FRI]I,I THE FIRE. I I.IONDERED HBh' FAR THE OLD IIBONSHINERS HAD VENTURED INTO THIS
CAVE.

AS tlE hIALKED 0N tllE STARTED T0 SEE A FEt{ BATS HERE AND THERE. So}tE IIERE IN DEEP HIBERNATIoN
EUT I'I0ST [{ERE NET; A E0UPLE 0F TII'IES THEY tl0VED AS }lE PAST. hlE PASSED THEt'l 0UIEI{LY S0 AS
NOT TO DISTURB ANY THAT I.IIEHT EE IN DEEP HIBERNATIBN ALREADY. THE PASSAEE KEPT 6T}IN6 ON

AND ON AS A LON6 SINUBUS CANYON. JUST AS I I{AS BEGINNINE TO TAHE THE EASY hIALHINE PASSAGE

A LITTLE FOR 6RANTED. }IE CAHE TO A SLIGHT OBSTACLE. SUDDENLY I{E FIIUND OURSELVES trN THE

5H0RE 0F A P00L: 0E LAKE? IT hlAS OF UNI(N0hIN DEPTH AND STHETEHED OUT 0F SI6HT ARfluND THE

NEXT EEND OF THE PA5SA6E.

A CONFERENEE hIAS IN ORDER TCI DECIDE IF }IE REALLY h'ANTED TI] EET t|lET OR NOT. SINCE tlIE REALLY

HAD NOT SEEN I'IUCH CAVE YET. h'E DECIDED TI] EO ON IF THE }IATER DIDN'T 6ET TOO DEEP. BILL
I{ENT AHEAD TO CHETH THIS OUT. FINDINE THE h'ATER TCI BE ONLY SLIEHTLY I1ORE THAN KNEE DEEP BY

HTS ROUTE.

I N hIE hIENT B I LL. JAKE. AND I SLOSH I NE
SHOULDET(S. THE COLD I^IATEF{ I'IADE I,IY T:NEE FEEL
HAVE FLOODED OUITE ftEEENTLY. HE HAD BEEN
THEFIE U'ASN' T ANY hIATER HEHE THEN.

THROUEH AND HATIE EETTINE A RIDE BN BILL'5
6900. BILL C0['1[{ENTED THAT Tl-tIS SECTIT}N HUST

THROUEH HERE LESS THAN ONE I-IONTH A60 *ND SAI D

BACtr; 0N DRY LAND AGAIN t{E TJALKED ALONE AT A BRISH PAEE. TRYINE TU SHAHE CIFF 50f'lE OF THE

hlATEE. LITTLE G0UD THIS DID: SHORTLY l.lE CAI'IE TB ANUTHER FL0UDED FLACE THAT LOBKED EVEN

EIEEER THAN THE FIRST. t,jE PLUNEED IN DETERI''IINED Notl T0 60 0N UNLESS IT 6CIT REALLY DEEF. I
REFLECTED ON THE CAftEFUL IIIATERPROOFINE JOB I HAD DT]NE ON }IY B[]I]TS. IT TURNED OUT TI{AT THIS
POBL hIAs AEOUI THE sAI'IE IN DEPTH AND LENETH A5 THE FIRST. BILL POINTED T}UT THOUEH THAT THE
I{ATER AT DREAD PT]OL HAY INDEED BE TOO DEEP TO CROSS. }IE I.!AY 8E TURNED EACI{ THERE IF IT IS.

SOON THE EHARACTEF OF THE CAVE BEEAN TO CHANEE. THE HI6H CEILINE KEPT GETTINE LOTIER AI'ID

L0WER UNTIL hlE IIERE STo0PINE ABSUT AS Loht AS tlE C0ULD. I F0LLoI,ED THE EXAI'IPLE sET BY EILL
AND JAKE OF FINDINE TRENCHES IN THE FLOOR AND ERACKS IN THE CEILING I{HICH ALLOhIED YOU Tt]
HI]LD YOUR HEAD A LITTLE HIEHER WHILE TRAVELINE ALONE. SBON hIE REAEHED LOST AND FOI'ND

CBRNERB, hIHERE tlE HAD T0 CRAhlL. EILL SAID IT USED T0 BE A LoT TIEHTER BUT HAD RECENTLY
BEEN IIASHED 0UT. I NOTICED LEAVES STUCH T0 THE CEILIHEI CRAIILINE IN THAT IIIDE PASSAEE
(50-6(' FT. ) VERY DISORIENTINE. WHEN hIE COULD STAND A6AIN hIE TRAVELED ALON6 HOSTLY STOOFINE
AND FINALLY REACHED DREAD FOOL.

AFTER THINKINE THAT t{E I'IAY BE TURNED BAEK HERE. h'E hlERE RELIEVED TO SEE WE COULD EASILY
CLII"IB ARBUND ONE SIDE IF NECESSARY. THE I'IATER HO}IEVEE AT ONE EDEE TURNED OUT TO BE ONLY

ANKLE DEEF. THIS tt,AS OF SHALL CONSEOUENCE SINCE hIE WERE ALREADY t|lET SO WE hIADED THET]UEH. I
DECIDED THE IIIATERPR0CIFINE flN llY B00TS WAS I'I0RKINE VERY IIELL INDEED' SINEE THE LATER'|HAT
60T IN THEH DID NOT COI'IE TIUT. PAST THE PCIOL IT SEEHS THE EENERAL DIRECTION OF TRAVEL
CHANEES SD THAT }IE HEADED BAC}.I IN THE SAI"IE EENERAL DIRECTION NE HAD COI'IE FRBI4. THE

PASSAGES ALSO EHANGED THEY STARTED GETTIN6 BIEEER AEAIN. A LOT EIE6ER.

}IE ENTERED THE JIGSAId ROOI{ hlITFI ITS BEIdILDERINE FLOOR. NEXT CAME THE SAND ROOI'I, VERY

C0ilF0RTABLE h'ALKIN6. HUEE. BILL SAID,"THIS IS 816 BUT ITS NI]THINE E0[',!PARED T0 hTHERE hlE'RE
EOIN6 NEXT". HE LEAD US DOIdN sOI.IE BftEAKDOtl,N INTO THE BIE PASSAEE.
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i I{AS UNPREPARED FI]R A CAVE THIS EI6. OUR LIEHTS ILLUT.IINATED ONLY A SI'IALL CIRCLE IN A HU6E
ShIEEFINE EXPANSE THAT hIENT ON AND ON. THE PATJSAEE IS FILLED ITS ENTIRE LENGTH OF 8,OO{)FT.
}IITH A HUEE BREAKDOI{N PILE 20 T0 30Fr. HI6Hi t.lE DECIDED T0 TRAVEL ALONG ITS T0P. AS t{E
I'IOVED AI{ONE THE GREAT [.IUD ENCRUSTED BLOEHS I U,IAS IN AWE AT THE II',II.IENSITY OF THE PASSA6E.
THE CLII,IBING t{AS BE6INNIN6 TO I'iAKE I,IY KNEE ASHE THI]U6H AND I WISHED I'IORE THAN ONCE THAT I
HAD T}IT] EOOD HANDTJ. I I{IA5 FALLINE EEHIND EVEN THI]U6H THE OTHERS UIERE 6I]INE PRETTY SLOII. I
DON'T REI,IEI'IBER A hIHOLE LOT EXCEFT TRYINE TI] WATEH I'IY FOOTINE AND PICK OUT A 6OOD ROUTE
AHEAD.

AFTER NALKINE THE EREAKDOhIN Ft]R A LT]NE TII.IE hIE STI]PPED AT A FLACE NEAR THE RIGHT HAND

WALL. FROI'I HERE }JE COULD CLII.IB UP INTE A SIDE PASSAEE THAT I{A5 T]NE OF OUR {IBJECTIVES. IT
I,IA5 THE TRIEKIEST ELII,IBINE h'E HAD DONE SO FAR. 50 JAKE AND BILL TOOH A LOT OF TIME I'IAKINE
SURE KATIE AND I6OT UF.OI.i. NE TI€N ENTERED THE HELICTITE PASSAEE. IT hIAS A LT]I4 DRY STOBF

hIAL,.:. SOON }IE REACHED A POINT I,IHERE HELICTITES EREUI FROI.I THE CEILING IN PROFUSIONI I'IANY

UIERE MASSIVE AND oVER A F00T L0NE. ulE CRAIILED Lohl TCI AVoID TOUCHING THEI'|. 0N REACHINE oNE
FARTICULARLY BEAUTIFUL PLACE I TOLD THE T]THERS TT] EO ON AHEAD. I hIOULD WAIT FBR THEIR
RETURN: I'IY KNEE REALLY HURT FROI1 THE ELII'IB. AS I LAID THERE IN THE COOL DRY SAND I FELT A

FINE PEAEEFUL FEELINE THAT NAS IN iTSELF I{IIRTH THE TRIF. I WOULD LII4ED TO HAVE FUT OUT I'IY

LI6HT FOR A hJHILE BUT DID NOT HAVE ANY FLINT IN I.IY STRIKER. (I DID HAVE A BUTANE LIEI.ITEE
BUT SBI'IETHING IN t'lY PACIi PUSHED 0N THE SIIITEH AND DRAINED IT. )

SOON THE OTI.IERS IIET'URNED AND WE EXITED THE PAS5A6E. BiLL SAID THAT IN ORDER TT] AVOID THE

CLII'IB BAEI: DotlN. tllE HI6HT EE AELE T0 FIND A EEAh,LIIAY THAT I{0ULD TAKE US NEAR THE START 0F

THE CAEI,IEL PASSA6E. OUR NEXT EOAL.

THE AREA hlE hIERE IN hIAS VERY EONFUSINE hIITH ERAWLS LEADING BFF EVERYhIHERE T]N SEVEFAL
LEVELS. hlE STAfiTED BFF D0l,ll'l ONE l{E TH0UEHT T0.BE RIEHT. IT hlAS G0INE THE RIEHT DIEECTI0N.
SO}.1EHOhI I FCIUND MYSELF IN THE LEAD. THE PASSAEE tllAs BIE AT THE START, ALI''IOST A STOOP I'IALH

BUT 50ON IT trlA5 HANDS AND I{NEES. S00N THE FASSAGE hJAS ABOUT 15FT. hJIDE AND zFT. HI6H. I
hIAS T]N MY BELLY. I CALLED BAEK TO EILL " IT5 6ETTIN6 SI'IALLER" REPLY. UHEEP EOINE IT
SHOULDN''T LAST TOO LONE''. I I,iEPT ET]INE,..FOE A LON6 TII'IE. i TOOH l'IY PACK: OFF AI'ID I'IOVEI} IT
ALON6 IN FEONT OF i.,IE. I EOULD NO LONEER TURN I',IY HEAD FRBI'I SIDE TB SIDE AND THIS BOTHERED

I'IE A LIII'LE. THE PASSAEE THEN NARROh|ED TO 6 TO 8IN. HIEH EXCEPT FOE A T T/7 X I I/IFT.
SLOT TO ONE SIDE. I YELL EACI(.UBILL. LT]OH AT THIS. IT 6ET5 PRETTY TI6HT". BILL SAYS UIE ARE

NOT ON THE RI6HT ERAWL SO I{E 60 BAET{.

THE CRAtrlLING hIAS FUN EUT NE HAD HAD ENOUBH 50 I{E ELII1BED BACI( DOI,IN INTO THE BIE PASSAEE,
IIORE BREAKD0I{N. I DEFINITELY D0N'T LIF:E THiS I'IITH ONE HAND. IIERCIFULLY SOUN TH0UGH hlE

AftRIVED AT THE CARMEL PASSA6E. THE EAVE HAs AT LEAST TI.IB DIFFERENT LEVELS HERE. I CAN HEAR

A RIVER DOhJN THERE SO]"{EIIHERE. THERE I5 A BIE DROP TT] T]NE STDE: BILL CAUTIT]NS T:ATIE AND I
TO STAY ELEAR.

THE EARI''IEL FASSAEE IS A FRIENDLY
hl0N0ER I HG I'IHAT THE CARI'IEL FASSAEE t{As
STALAEI',I I TES EREIAI I N DELI EATE FOftf'IS.
SUEISTANCE OF THE PUFIEST WHI TE CLUNE TO

ffNYTHIN6 OUITE LIKE THEM.

SIZE (YOUR LAI',IF ILLUHINATES IT WELL). I HAD BEEN

ALL AL0NG. N0l^l I F0UND 0UT. LENE TRANSLUTIENT

THEY hJERE THE EX ACT EOLOR OF CARHEL. AN OFAOUE

THERE BASES. A REAL V ISUAL TREAT: I , VE NEVER SEEN

AFTER EXITINE THE PASSAEE IdE TOOK A LON6 BFEAI{ AT THE PLACE hIHERE THE RIUER RUNS EELT]I|J.

EVERYONE HAD SEI'IETHTNE TO EAT AND RELAXED. ALL OF A SUDDENI I,IE HEARD A RATHER STRANGE

NUISE, SN0RINE. JAKE HAD FALLEN ASLEEFI JAKE SNORED AS t^lE RESTED THEN hlE WCIKE HII'I UP AND

STARTED BAEI':. NE HAD DECIDED NOT TO SEE THE FT]UNTAIN ROOI'I THIS TRIP. hIE HAD ALREADY BEEN

IN THE CAVE A LONE TIf,IE AND I.IY I{NEE hIAS St]RE.

6OING BACK, EILL SAID WE COULD PA55 SOI{E OF THE BREAI{DOWN BY TAKINE A SIPE PASSAEE AND

THEN 60INE DotlN THR0U6H THE CBRKSCREI,I. THIS WE DID.

THE CORI.:SGREhI I{A5 INTERESTIN6. A CRAU'L-DECENT.TURN.FUN. DURING ALL THIS FUN THOU6H. t'IY

CO6 SAUEAKS FEBRUARY 1 ?85



L I EHT WENT OUT. JAKE AND B I LL I,IERE THE ONLY ONES
FAR AHEAD. NOT hIANT ING THEI'{ TO HAVE TO CRAhIL ALL
NEAR. TO hIAIT.SHE SHARED HER ELECTRIC LI6HT UNTIL
H I6H ABOVE THE B I E PASSAEE.

tl I TH IiATEHES. I T SOUNDED L I KE THEY I'JERE

THE [^JAY BACK I YELLED FCIR KA TI E . tlH0 tlAS
hIE CAUBHT UP. I^IE CAI,{E BUT ON THE tlJALL '

THE CLII'IB DOIIN IS FAIRLY ToUGH BEEAUSE THERE AREN'T MANY 600D HoLDS. FoR SAFETY KATIE AND

I IIERE PUT 0N BELAY G0INE D0llN. IIHEN hlE t'tERE D0hlN IT tllAS BACl.i T0 BREAKD0NN [{AL|:INE AGAIN.
BY THIS TII,IE I hIAS NOT ENJOYINE IT AT ALL. I JUST DID NOT FEEL SEEURE lllITH ONE HAND AND A
HURT LE6. THE TRIP BACF: TT] THE SAND ROCII.l THOUGH WAS UNEVENTFUL EXCEPT FOR T]NE INCIDENT.

hIHILE I t{AS h'ALKIN6 ALI]N6 I NCITICED I hIAS HAVINE A LITTLE DIFFIEULTY FINDINE A GOOD ROUTE
THROUEH THE BREAI,;DOWN. THIS SEEHED STRANEE FOR I DIDN'T BEI.IEI.IEER NEARLY THIS MUCH TROUBLE
ON THE hIAY IN. SOON I ALSO BE6AN TO FEEL KIND OF hIOBBLY. THIS I,IUST HAVE BEEN OBVIOUS TO
THE OTHERS. t{E ST0FPED AND THEY 6AVE I'lE A BUNEH 0F CANDY T0 EAT. JAHE SAID I IIUST BE Lotl
IN SUEAR. IT WAS A VERY STRANEE FEELINE. IN A SHoRT TIIIE I FELT I'IUCH BETTER AND tlE
CONTINUED ON.

SOON hJE SAhI THE CLit'tB TO THE SAND ROOI'I EOI'IE UP BN THE LEFT. I ELADLY CLII,IBED UF. HAPPY TO

HAVE EASIEIt 60ING AHEAD. ONE PARTIEULARLY FINE tl0tlENT OCCURED 0N THE l,lAY BACI{. THERE IS A
BLOCH THAT IS POSITIONED IN SUCH A WAY THAT YOU EOULD SLIDE DI]tl'N IT FOH 10 BR 12 FEET.
THIS }'IE ALL DID. I REI,IARI(ED THAT THIS I{AS THE I.IOST FUN I HAD. HAD SO FAR. I{:ATIE SAID SHE
WANTED TE CLII'IB BACI{ UP AND SLIDE DOh'N A6AIN.

FROII THIS FTJINT ON }IE I'IOVED TCIIdARD THE ENTRANCE RATHER RAPIDLY. AT I'1ANY PLACES ON THE I{AY
EACF; I NOTICED THAT I COULD ACTUALLY HOLD I'IY HEAD I'IUCH HIEHER THAN I THOUEHT I CT]ULD EOIN6
IN. t{E PASSED THE DUCK UNDER. THE REST OF THE I'JAY }IAS FAIRLY EASY EOIN6, BACI{: NEAR THE
ENTRANEE h'E EXAI,IINED THE SIEN THAT l,lAS FLAEED By C.0.8. r,lANy YEARS A6U, N0TIN6 THAT IT
COULD USE REFLACINE, IT I{AS NObJ UNREADABLE IN SEVERAL PLACES. BEFORE LEAVINE THE RAT ROOI'I
t',AS CHEEKED. THE F00D hlAS 60NE.

THEN AFTEF 10 HBURS IN THE EAVE hJE STEPED OUT INTT] THE CRY9TAL CLEAR STARLIEHT. I HAD
COI.IF.LETED AN ADVENTURE I NOtd COUNT AS A HIEHPOINT IN I'tY LIFE. I SHALL NEVER FORGET I'IY
FIRST EAVE TRIF.

I'lv thanks to Len and I'tark for submitting their trip reports. Editor

l-etter=
The {ollowing letter is exerpted from a letter to me {rom I'larlana lrlall of I'116.

I'lichigan Interlakes Erotto
llarl ana Ual I
48770 Shelby Rd. fl10
Uti, ca. MI 48087

Januarv ?5, l9B5

Dear Bill,

Ule were really sarry that yoll people could not 5oin us for our Christmas paryr but
understand that it really is a lonq distance and the weather id bad that tiare of year, How
about thinking about a Eummertime picnic Aet together soarewhere midway between Uhio and
Flichrgan? Our July rneeting is open at the present. (July 13) Anyway, it is time for our
elections. end I am not running for re-election as 1116 secretary. I am running {or
oresi dent.

...Let me know what you think of the picnic idea. hle could go caving (of couse we would go
caving!). itl6 iE open to suggestions. The spring NER meeting is going to be hosted by llIG
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fir[. br, ,k o tl- {or* fiu'e"

CHU CK DAEHNKE,g
g I\TUR,DAY FEBRDARY

i n the 6rand Rao i ds arEa llay 1 I .
dif ferent region-?) . . .

Cave Safely and Softly,
l'larlana hlalI. Secretaryr HIG

(Non that I've typed that' I thi nk C06 bel ongs to

ilost of l'larlana's letter dealt with rnenbership recruitment. Remember, I'm aIEo on the NSS

oembership conmittee.

The idea of a CU6 - f',lIE picnic in July sounds like a great one. As for caving in Ohio or
I'lichigan I think our prospects are fen. However, Ire might want to try a camp out at a

commercial cave. I believe that Zane's Cavern's has a canpground. hlhile it's {ar from the
hal{way point betneen our grottos, it might be fun to take a grand tour of some of the
best comercial caves in Ohio. An alternative might be meeting in Indiana.

Lets drscuss this at the February neeting and send our proposal to l'lIE or at least Iet
thern knon that we are interested and let them pick a site.

Bi I I IlaIden.
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